Introduction

The need for this report has not arisen out of the blue. Banwell is a village which
has suffered severe traffic congestion for many years with well documented
detrimental effects on the health of residents, physical environment and viability
of local traders. Recent action points have included:

% August 2000: BATS
In September 2001, NSC invited JMP Consultants to investigate the causes and
possible solutions to the traffic problems in the Banwell Area Traffic Sudy (BATS).
This identified a new route for a future bypass and recommended interim
measures including a hydro-geological survey of part of the proposed route.

¥, July 2001: T™M
NSC defer a decision on a bypass for Banwell until 2005, pending the outcome of

traffic management measures (TM). Funding for these measures was approved in
December 2001. However, nearly 12 months into the project, no design work had
been completed on any of the BATS proposals for TM.

¥, May 2002: AQMA
On May 1% 2002, NSC declared an AQMA in the centre of Banwell where
atmospheric levels of Nitrogen Dioxide were apparently rising and were in danger
of breaching government recommended levels. Results of monitoring are due in
early 2003 and will require NSC to develop an action plan - of which this report
could usefully form a part.

¥ October 2002: WS s freight report
In October 2002, WSP Consultants reported the initial findings of their study into
the future of freight transport throughout North Somerset. The report suggested
that roads will continue to provide the predominant mode of freight distribution
and designates the A 368 from Banwell to Blagdon as routes for HGV's to avoid
acknowledging the fact that the A368 between Banwell and Churchill is a primary
route.

There is clearly something very wrong with a routing network that
daily allows 500 non-local HGVs to use a road running through a

Conservation Area that isonly 163 inches wide in places




In order to gain a better understanding of how and why other Local Authorities
have successfully tackled similar problems on A-class roads, representatives of
TMTV visited three such schemesin different parts of the country:

% Kirkby Sephen in Cumbria
% Samford in Lincolnshire
% Usk in Monmouthshire.

These three examples were chosen because they each involve small rural
communities where HGVs have been causing havoc by taking shortcuts between
major trunk routes. In the case of Samford, an AQMA was also in place, as is
currently the case in Banwell. Another common thread is that the Local Authority
or County Council had in each case decided to try out an experimental traffic
order, with an accompanying weight restriction.

TMTV believes that these three examples thus offer a useful insight into what
might be possible for the BATSvillages and environs.

During the visits, we were able to meet individuals who were closely concerned
with planning, initiating and executing the experimental traffic orders. Some
admitted to initial feelings of uncertainty about the outcome but - significantly -
all felt that in retrospect their decision had been the right one. All were
sympathetic to NSCs current difficulties and all were keen to share their
experience of how it would be possible to break an apparent deadlock through
dialogue with local people and determined decision making.
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HGVs shortcutting through the beauty spot of
Burrington Combe in the heart of the AONB.



